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Somalia
Q. Mr. President, Senator Byrd has just an-

nounced his intention to introduce an amend-
ment which would cut off funding for the U.S.
forces in Somalia February 1st, as opposed to
your March 31st. (a) Do you know about this?
(b) What are you going to do about it; what
does it mean?

The President. Well, I just talked to him. He
said that he has—he started off at December
1st as a hard deadline and now says February
1st, and the President can ask for an extension
and the Congress can give. So I appreciate Sen-
ator Byrd working with me on it. I’ve not read
it so I can’t comment on the substance of it.
I’m very interested in what the details are. It’s
not just a question of a deadline, it’s also of
not tying not just my hands but any President’s
hands in foreign policy too much.

Our policy in Somalia, I believe, is beginning
to work. I think the obvious import of what’s
happened in the last few days is that we’re mov-
ing in the right direction, and I hope we can
continue to do that. I can’t comment about the
specific resolution until I’ve read it and until
I know what the alternatives are.

Q. Are you going to get Durant out? Is there
a movement there—the pilot, the captive Amer-
ican?

The President. We’re working very hard to
get him out.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:48 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Robert H. Michel, House
Republican leader. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Somalia
October 13, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
In response to the request made by the

House and Senate for certain information on
our military operations in Somalia, I am pleased
to forward the attached report.

In transmitting this report, I want to reiterate
the points that I made on October 6 and to
the American people in remarks on October 7.
We went to Somalia on a humanitarian mission.
We saved approximately a million lives that were
at risk of starvation brought on by civil war
that had degenerated into anarchy. We acted
after 350,000 already had died.

Ours was a gesture of a great nation, carried
out by thousands of American citizens, both
military and civilian. We did not then, nor do
we now plan to stay in that country. The United
Nations agreed to assume our military mission
and take on the additional political and rehabili-
tation activities required so that the famine and
anarchy do not resume when the international
presence departs.

For our part, we agreed with the United Na-
tions to participate militarily with a much small-
er U.S. force for a period of time, to help the
United Nations create a secure environment in
which it could ensure the free flow of humani-
tarian relief. At the request of the United Na-

tions and the United States, approximately 30
nations deployed over 20,000 troops as we re-
duced our military presence.

With the recent tragic casualties to American
forces in Somalia, the American people want
to know why we are there, what we are doing,
why we cannot come home immediately, and
when we will come home. Although the report
answers those questions in detail, I want to re-
peat concisely my answers:

• We went to Somalia because without us
a million people would have died. We,
uniquely, were in a position to save them,
and other nations were ready to share the
burden after our initial action.

• What the United States is doing there is
providing, for a limited period of time, lo-
gistics support and security so that the hu-
manitarian and political efforts of the
United Nations, relief organizations, and
others can have a reasonable chance of
success. The United Nations, in turn, has
a longer term political, security, and relief
mission designed to minimize the likeli-
hood that famine and anarchy will return
when the United Nations leaves. The U.S.
military
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mission is not now nor was it ever one
of ‘‘nation building.’’

• We cannot leave immediately because the
United Nations has not had an adequate
chance to replace us, nor have the Somalis
had a reasonable opportunity to end their
strife. We want other nations to assume
more of the burden of international peace.
To have them do so, they must think that
they can rely on our commitments when
we make them. Moreover, having been
brutally attacked, were American forces to
leave now we would send a message to
terrorists and other potential adversaries
around the world that they can change our
policies by killing our people. It would be
open season on Americans.

• We will, however, leave no later than
March 31, 1994, except for a few hundred
support troops. That amount of time will
permit the Somali people to make progress
toward political reconciliation and allow the

United States to fulfill our obligations
properly, including the return of any Amer-
icans being detained. We went there for
the right reasons and we will finish the
job in the right way.

While U.S. forces are there, they will be fully
protected with appropriate American military ca-
pability.

Any Americans detained will be the subject
of the most complete and thorough efforts of
which this Government is capable, with the un-
relenting goal of returning them home and re-
turning them to health.

I want to thank all those who have expressed
their support for this approach during the last
week. At difficult times such as these, when
we face international challenges, bipartisan unity
among our two branches of government is vital.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 13, 1993.

Message to the Congress Transmitting Budget Deferrals
October 13, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional Budget

and Impoundment Control Act of 1974, I here-
with report eight deferrals of budget authority,
totaling $1.2 billion.

These deferrals affect International Security
Assistance programs as well as programs of the
Agency for International Development and the

Departments of Agriculture, Defense, Health
and Human Services, and State. The details of
these deferrals are contained in the attached
report.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 13, 1993.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the No-Fly Zone in Bosnia-
Herzegovina
October 13, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Six months ago I provided you with my initial

report on the deployment of U.S. combat-
equipped aircraft to support NATO’s enforce-
ment of the no-fly zone in Bosnia-Herzegovina.
I am now providing this follow-up report, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution, to keep
Congress fully informed on our enforcement ef-
fort.

The United Nations Security Council has
been actively addressing the humanitarian and
ethnic crisis in the Balkans since adopting Reso-
lution 713 on September 25, 1991. As a signifi-
cant part of the extensive United Nations effort
in the region, the Security Council acted
through Resolutions 781 and 786 to establish
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